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which in fact some instances occurred. An agitation to enforce
the operation of the Acts sprang up. Groups of men formed
themselves into what were called Land Clubs, which federated
into a Land Club Union, an organization that also advocated
a standard price system, control of imports and co-operative
organization of distribution on a democratic basis. Some county
councils, notably that of Cambridgeshire, proceeded to put the
Act promptly into force: others, such as that of Kent, at first
refused to take action. Ultimately, at the instance of the Land
Club Union and other agitators, the Government appointed
commissioners to supervise the administration of the Act, and
thereafter better progress was made. But the early successes of
the Land Club Union, which might have developed into a true
peasant movement, aroused the opposition of politicians of all
parties, who appeared to have been suspicious of a movement
which was outside of political control, and it was ultimately
broken down. At the time that the War broke out in 1914
about half the applicants for land appeared to have secured
holdings, as tenants of the councils, and some few as peasant
proprietors.

A change in national policy as regards food prices (though it
does not strictly belong to the story of the English peasantry)
did indirectly affect their position. The traditional policy of
the country had been directed to secure a fair level of prices
as between the producers and the consumers of food. In pursuit
of this policy a Corn Bounty Act had been passed in 1688 to
regulate imports and exports by duties which varied with prices,
and the importation of stock was prohibited, and this helped to
stabilize prices for a century. It was also a common practice to
fix prices in the markets of the country towns, and dealers who
intervened to buy cheaply from the producer were constantly
heavily punished by fine or imprisonment; even up to 1772
they might, if the law were enforced, be put into the pillory and
expelled from the town in which they lived. The laws relating
to dealing were no doubt constantly evaded, but, when cases
were brought into court, these laws were rigorously enforced
up to the year 1800. In that year, when the subject was a